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UI\I STUDENT DOCUMENTARY ON MONTANA MINING INDUSTRY AIRS NEXT WEEK
M ISSOULAMonths of research into the state’s mining industry and production work by University of
Montana journalism broadcasting students culminates Monday, June 22, with the premiere of a
documentary on Montana Public Television.
This year’s UM Student Documentary Unit project titled “Into the Earth: Hard Rocks, Hard
Choices” airs at 9 p.m. on KUSM-TV in Bozeman and KUFM-TV in Missoula. The program,
produced by 22 UM broadcasting seniors, examines the ongoing dichotomy o f the mining business —
jobs vs. environmental concerns.
The program opens with a history of Montana mining, which includes a treasure trove of stills
and old motion pictures discovered in a number of U.S. and Montana archives. The scene then shifts to
Montana’s largest gold mine, Golden Sunlight in Whitehall, where that mine’s impact on the
community —coupled with worries over reclamation issues -- is explained.
Next, the documentary takes viewers to Lincoln, where the argument continues over whether to
establish the McDonald Gold Project and its proposed use of cyanide within a half mile of the
Blackfoot River. Again, the need for jobs in the area clashes with worries over possible environmental
damage to one of the state’s premier waterways.
The program also tackles a similar issue in extreme northwestern Montana, where an ASARCO
proposal to build a silver and copper mine on Rock Creek near Noxon has Sanders County residents
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both hopeful and worried, for many of the same reasons.
The documentary turns to eastern Montana, where it examines the booming coal mining
industry in Colstrip with failed mining efforts near Roundup. Next, viewers move on to Zortman on
Montana’s Hi-Line, where the recent Pegasus decision to close down a gold mine there has the area’s
few residents fearing their historic town will disappear. That contrasts with the joy o f the Fort Belknap
tribe, which is pleased that its sacred land will no longer be used for mining.
Finally, the documentary examines reclamation issues, contrasting the successful Old Works
Goll C ourse project in Anaconda with worries about what will be done with Superfund reclamation
projects still incomplete, like Butte’s Berkeley Pit, the Clark Fork River and other areas.
Overall producer o f “Into the Earth: Hard Rocks, Hard Choices” was Meghan Flesh of
Kirkwood, Mo. Co-directors were Ryan Moore o f Bloomfield Hills, Mich., Eve Whitaker o f Helena
and Nicolas Nabokov of Vancouver, British Columbia. Associate producers were Jake Schimke of
Bellevue, Wash., and Ryan Delaney o f Littleton, Colo. Truxton Rolfe o f Helena narrated the
program.
The documentary ’s history segment was produced by Scott Barnett o f Missoula and Nabokov
and Whitaker, who also chose the documentary’s music. The Whitehall/Golden Sunlight Mine segment
was produced by Cinda Davis o f Dillon, Emily Coniglio o f Bozeman and Macrae Sidebottom of
Morgan Hill, Calif.
1 he Lincoln/McDonald Gold Project segment was produced by Ben Schuman o f Glenwood
Springs, Colo., Lars Breivik o f Norway and Jason Durham o f Calgary, Alberta.
Vincent Trimboli o f Santa Rosa, Calif., produced the Noxon/ASARCO segment along with
Scott Whitmore of Missoula and Matthew Winter o f Rochester, N.Y.
The eastern Montana segment was produced by Brian Crosby o f Roundup, Rolfe and Moore.
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Melissa Drysdale of Helena and Dean Pearcy of Davis, Calif., produced the Zortman segment.
Delaney, Uri Farkas of Eugene, Ore., and Kenna Hoyer of Helena produced the reclamation segment.
The program was funded by a gift from Geraldine Wilson McCarthy and the late Thomas A.
McCarthy Sr. Faculty advisers were Professors Bill Knowles and Gregory S. MacDonald and Visiting
Professor Joel Lundstad, who has since returned to his job as news director of KRTV in Great Falls.
“Into the Earth: Hard Rocks, Hard Choices” is the 13th production of the UM Student
Documentary Unit since its inception in 1986.
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